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THE 5TH YEAR OF VISUAL MELODY!

Celebrating the 5th year of 'Visual Melody,' the FREE quarterly e-magazine offered by 'The
Ravi Paranjape Studio'.'Visual Melody' introduces you to brilliant Indian artists from various
facets of visual art from the past and present generations. We are pleased to present the
first issue of the fifth year of Visual Melody, featuring artist-cartoonist-caricaturist 'Mario

Miranda'. Thisissueis published today on March 1,2024 at raviparanjape.org/emagazine.

The inaugural issue of 'Visual Melody, dedicated to the legendary painter Madhavrao
Satavlekar, was launched on October 8th, 2019 under the auspices of Shri. Ravi Paranjape,
commemorating his 84th birthday. Since 2020, the e-magazine featured one phenomenal
artist each quarter- Shri K.B. Kulkarni, Shri N.S. Bendre, Shri Dinanath Dalal, Shri Gopalrao
Deuskar, Shri Ravindra Mestry, Shri S.M. Pandit, Shri Ravi Paranjape, Shri S.D. Phadnis, Shri
G.S. Majgaonkar, Shri Shivaji Tupe, Shri Datta Padekar, Shri Maruti Patil, Shri Madan Garge,
Shri Charuhas Pandit, Shri Chintamani Hasabnis, and Shri Arvind Mestry. All of these issues
are available at raviparanjape.org/emagazine for your enjoyment.

The creative team behind Visual Melody looks forward to continue bringing artistic
brilliance to you through this publication. The exquisitely designed Visual Melody is
published in English and Marathiin the same issue.
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In this issue of Visual Melody, we introduce you to
Walter Langhammer, an Austrian artist by birth
whose career flourished in India. Langhammer
arrived in Mumbai to escape the unrest in Austria
due to the Nazi invasion, encouraged by one of his
art students of Indian descent. He was soon
assimilated into the Indian art world, particularly the
commercial art world in Mumbai, and led the art
department of the ‘Times of India' to new heights as
its art director.

English interpretation: Varsha Pendse




Artist Walter Langhammer

An accomplished Austrian artist and art
professor arrived in India in 1938 with his
wife, with two things: his exceptional
painting skills and uncertainty about his
artistic future.

The dark clouds of World War Il were
looming over Europe. Hitler's Nazi army
had invaded Austria, and there was a
constant threat of being captured. This
artist fled his homeland with his wife to
save their lives. This unexpected turn of
events laid the foundation for his brilliant
artistic career ahead. It also marked the
beginning of an exciting shift in the
Indian art scene.




Langhammer’s paintings reflect the
diversity of Indian culture, Landscape
and people in pure bold colors
and varying color temperatures






This brilliant artist was Walter Langhammer. He came to India at
the invitation and insistence of one of his students and a friend,
Shirin Amadalal (née Siloo Vakil). However, upon arriving in India,
Walter and his wife Kathe were arrested by the British authorities
on suspicion. Kathe was held in Satara, while Walter was detained
in Ahmednagar. Meanwhile, during these tumultuous times, Siloo
had entered two of his paintings in the Bombay Art Society's
exhibition. His paintings, with their precise line drawing and bold
use of colors, created a stir in the art world. His work
demonstrated a departure from the traditional British-style art
prevalentinIndiaatthetime.

One of the paintings was a portrait of Shirin, while the other was of
a leading actor. As a result of the exhibition, Walter was released
from custody and came to Mumbai to seek career opportunities.
The spell of bad luck had finally ended.




Walter Langhammer was born into a Jewish family in 1905 in
Graz, Austria. He received his art education at the Academy of
Fine Artsin Vienna from 1922 to 1927. His work was influenced by
the painting style of a renowned artist of that time, Oskar
Kokoschka. After completing his art education, Langhammer
taught painting at the State College of Art in Vienna for about 11
years. In 1935, he married Kathe. He was a popular instructor
among his students. Siloo was his student during this time. She
often asked Professor Langhammer to visit India to experience its
vibrant culture and colors. Due to the rising unrest in Austria, he
finally left his position as a college professor and fled to India to try
his luck.

Langhammer's true artistic journey in India began as an art
director for the Times of India in 1940. His paintings and
illustrations were published in the Times of India Annual,
lllustrated Weekly of India, and other leading publications. His
work was recognized nationwide for its quality and innovative
approach. Walter Langhammer was soon considered a stalwart
of applied art in India's commercial art world. He produced
artwork for advertisements, story illustrations, book covers, art
plates, and more. Langhammer's extensive knowledge of printing
techniques helped him illustrate and fittingly bring out the
message of the campaign.



Langhammer significantly contributed to the fields of commercial
art as well as painting. His artistic style is characterized by clarity
of expression, simplified forms, bold brushstrokes, and bright yet
complementary color schemes. His work represents
Impressionism, Post-Impressionism, and Fauvism. Langhammer
experimented with various mediums, including watercolors, pen
and ink, scraperboard, pastels, poster colors, and oil paints. His
paintings reflect the diversity of Indian culture, landscapes, and
people, in pure bold colors and varying color temperatures. Many
of his paintings have come to life with energetic brush strokes and
the use of a knife for paint application.

He traveled extensively across India, capturing the beauty of
nature, people, and festivals in his work. His paintings of Nashik,
Mumbai, Kashmir, Kerala and Rajasthan are immensely popular.
Each year he held an exhibition in Mumbai to exhibit the paintings
donein Indiaand during his annual Europe trip.
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Langhammer's work had a significant impact on many Indian
artists. He inspired many young artists, including Raza, Ara,
Souza, Husain, and Bendre. His influence can be seen in the work
of later artists like Baburao Sadwelkar and Ravi Paranjape. He also
painted portraits of many prominent Parsi and Indian
industrialists and their family members, experimenting with
colors and compositional approaches.

Langhammer's presence had a profound impact on the Mumbai
art scene. He was an active member of the Bombay Art Society
with Rudolf von Leyden and Emmanuel Schlesinger. His studio
was a hub for young artists, where he would engage in
discussions and share his knowledge of European art. He
encouraged many Indian artists and played a significant role in
shaping the Indian modern art scene.

After two decades of a remarkable career in India, Langhammer
returned to Europe in 1958. He continued to paint and do
illustrations. He passed in 1977 leaving behind a legacy that
continues to inspire young artists. His work in applied art and
paintings of India from the viewpoint of a non-Indian painter
remains unparalleled.

Englishinterpretation: Varsha Pendse
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An initiative by The Ravi Paranjape Studio

On Every Sunday 9 am - 11 am
Open for all
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The Ravi Paranjpe Studio
4, Rutika apts., 1098/5A, Model colony, Pune - 41016

Contact: +91 87 66 907 242 / +91 90 96 431 161



» Read on your smartphone, tablet or computer
» Great for reference
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600 sq ft indoor art gallery

1000 sq ft of beautifully designed outdoor exhibition space

Ideal for individual or group art shows, workshops, art demos..

Indoor and outdoor spaces are available separately or together

Inquire:
Namto7 pm
+91 9423562530

abhijatkala@gmail.com
raviparanjape.org

The Ravi Paranjape Studio
1 Rutika Apartments
1098/5-A Model Colony
Shivajinagar, Pune 411016

Plan a visit to see the gallery and exhibition space

Call/WhatsApp +91 9423562530
abhijatkala@gmail.com




Glimpses of past and future activities
of ‘The Ravi Paranjape Studio.’

It's a pleasure to present the second issue of the year 2024, the fifth year of Visual Melody.
In this issue of Visual Melody, we are featuring an intriguing story of Austrian painter
Walter Langhammer who came to India under stressful conditions but thrived on the
Indian soil.

Quarter At-A-Glance at The Ravi Paranjape Studio:

The highlight of the second quarter is the celebration of 'World Art Day’ at the studio!
We held a two-day exhibition of the works of the Sunday Sketch Club members,
workshop participants, and the students of ChitraDiksha. The gallery teemed with art
lovers of all ages and skills of this exhibition can be seen on the studio’s FB page.

Two interesting workshops, charcoal techniques and soft pastels (repeated by
popular demand) were aiso held in April 2024 by artist Vinayak Chhatre and artist
Chaitanya Kubal.

Paranjape Sir's books are now available in eBook format on Amazon, making them
accessible to readers worldwide!

LIMITED stock of Paranjape Sir's printed books can be ordered directly from the
website www.raviparanjape.org

The 'Sunday Sketch Club' is expanding beyond the physical boundaries of the studio,
with several people joining the club's WhatsApp group and sharing their work. All
individuals interested in sketching and drawing are welcome to join the 'Sunday
Sketch Club, regardless of their skill level.

A new activity called 'Library Time" is added exclusively for the Sunday Sketch Club
members! The Club patrons get exclusive access to a curated collection of books
every first Sunday of the month. Join the Sunday Sketch Club, details at
www.raviparanjape.org

We have exciting events coming up throughout the year.
Follow

www.facebook.com/theraviparanjapestudio and instagram @theraviparanjapestudio
for the latest announcements.

Visit here for the books authored by Ravi Paranjape-
https://raviparanjape.org/product-category/printed-books/
https.//raviparanjape.org/ebooks/

Representative,
Ravi Paranjape Foundation
www.raviparanjape.org
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