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Visual
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Inthis edition

In this edition, we highlight artist Ravi
Paranjape’s color pencil works. Color pencils,
often regarded as a medium for children or
hobbyists, were used by him in a novel and
artistic way. He created an extraordinary
collection of works in this medium and
elevated it to new artistic heights. Through
an independent exhibition devoted
exclusively to color pencil works, he gave the
medium its rightful place in mainstream art.
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Paranjape was inclined to using traditional techniques through most

of his work, yet explored new creative possibilities within each
medium. He developed unique color approaches that expanded the
expressive scope of his art. His intimate dialogue with the mediums
beautifully complemented his sketching-oriented style.

Color pencils, often regarded as a medium for children or hobbyists,
were used by him in a novel and artistic way. He created an
extraordinary collection of works in this medium and elevated it to
new artistic heights. Through an independent exhibition devoted
exclusively to color pencil works, he gave the medium its rightful
placein mainstreamart.

Paranjape explored various subjects in color pencils, primarily
outdoor studies and landscapes, but he also used them for still life,
interior views, and figure drawings. He started exploring color
pencils for outdoor sketches during his student days, mainly to
practice drawing and compositions. Due to the limited availability of
the material then, those early works were often done in one or two
tones.



His elaborate color pencil works became more visible from around
1982. Even while working full-time as an illustrator, he would make
time on weekends or during holidays to paint landscapes. His
favorite subjects included old architectural structures, gardens,
village scenes around Mumbai, temples, fishing villages, fields,
houses, lanes, markets, and shops. He stressed strong drawing skills,
original composition, extraordinary color sense, and light-and-
shadow effects in his paintings.

The most distinctive feature of the color pencils is that drawing and
color appear together. Lines,shapes,and dots are used for rendering.
Subtle shades can be created by layering different colors over one
another. It’s a great medium for outdoor work, perfectly suited for
about 11”x15” paper size,however larger works may pose limitations.

Ravi Paranjape often used the cross-hatching technique for coloring,
applying one set of colored lines over another to create new tones.
This was his creative personal twist on the traditional pointillist
technique. He also used dots and geometric patterns to stylize his
subjects,transforming realistic forms into semi-ornamental ones.He
achieved unique textural effects that gave his compositions a
distinct visual dimension through the repetition of forms.
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