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“Absorb the beauty and present it beautifully”
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THE 5TH YEAR OF VISUAL MELODY!

Celebrating the 5th year of 'Visual Melody,’ the FREE quarterly e-magazine offered by 'The
Ravi Paranjape Studio'.'Visual Melody' introduces you to brilliant Indian artists from various
facets of visual art from the past and present generations. We are pleased to present the
first issue of the fifth year of Visual Melody, featuring artist-cartoonist-caricaturist 'Mario

Miranda'. Thisissueis published today on March 1,2024 at raviparanjape.org/emagazine.

The inaugural issue of 'Visual Melody,' dedicated to the legendary painter Madhavrao
Satavlekar, was launched on October 8th, 2019 under the auspices of Shri. Ravi Paranjape,
commemorating his 84th birthday. Since 2020, the e-magazine featured one phenomenal
artist each quarter- Shri K.B. Kulkarni, Shri N.S. Bendre, Shri Dinanath Dalal, Shri Gopalrao
Deuskar, Shri Ravindra Mestry, Shri S.M. Pandit, Shri Ravi Paranjape, Shri S.D. Phadnis, Shri
G.S. Majgaonkar, Shri Shivaji Tupe, Shri Datta Padekar, Shri Maruti Patil, Shri Madan Garge,
Shri Charuhas Pandit, Shri Chintamani Hasabnis, and Shri Arvind Mestry. All of these issues
are available at raviparanjape.org/emagazine for your enjoyment.

The creative team behind Visual Melody looks forward to continue bringing artistic
brilliance to you through this publication. The exquisitely designed Visual Melody is
published in English and Marathiin the same issue.
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Artist
Padma
Sahasrabuddhe

This issue of 'Visual Melody' introduces
one of the significant female artists of
post-independence India, Padma
Sahasrabuddhe, who built an impressive
career as an illustrator. It covers
Padmatai's early life, education, and
highlights the important artistic features
of her work.

English interpretation: Varsha Pendse



Padma Sahasrabuddhe

The contributions of female artists to Indian art have often been underappreciated
or overlooked. Apart from a few celebrated women artists like Amrita Sher-Gil,
Ambika Dhurandhar, Angela Trindade, and B. Prabha; the work of many talented
Indian female artists in both fine and applied arts has sadly remained obscure.

It has been observed that many women artists prioritize family life over their
professional art careers after marriage. This often leads to a gradual drift away from
active art production, limiting their creative potential, or in some cases, they stop
creating art altogether. Against this backdrop, the contributions of female artists
who continued to work despite the challenges,and with the support of their families,
stand out significantly.

In post-independence India, one prominent female artist who actively contributed to
the field of art was Padma Sahasrabuddhe. Despite facing numerous obstacles, she
continued to pursue her artistic dreams, consistently producing high-quality work.
Padmatai made her mark in the publishing sector with her impressive illustrations
for books and periodicals.



Born in Pune in 1934, Padmatai grew up in a warm and cultured environment. After
completing her secondary school certification, she wanted to join the Sir ) School of
Art, driven by the passion for art she had cultivated since childhood. Although her
family supported her decision to pursue higher education in the arts, they were
hesitant to allow her to travel "all the way" from 'Dadar' to 'V.T. Just when she thought
she might miss the opportunity for formal art education, she discovered the Model
Art Institute right in 'Dadar', where she began her art studies in 1950. There, she
received guidance from well-known artists like watercolorist M. S. Joshi, artist Nana
Thosar, and artist R.P. Joshi. Soon after completing her diploma in art, she got an
opportunity of illustrating for a magazine called 'Satyakatha' by Mauj Publications,
through her father, Shri Vinayak Gore's friend, Shri Ram Patwardhan. With his
encouragement, she set foot on a career path illustrating for stories. Padmatai
continued working in the field with the support of her husband Shri. Mukund
Sahasrabuddhe whom she marriedin 1954.

The keen knowledge of printing techniques she acquired while working on
illustrating assignments helped Padmatai develop her unique style. Her works can
be categorized into three distinct types- First, the line drawings which are
characterized by repetitive, flowing lines that suggest forms and shapes. The second
type is created with an awareness of printing limitations, featuring simple shapes,
flat colors, and textures. The third type creates a mystical atmosphere through the
use of the 'wet-in-wet' watercolor technique, often achieving the desired effect with
shades even when using a limited color palette. Padmatai also experimented with
combining line drawings and watercolors. Watercolorist M.S. Joshi's influence is
observed in Padmatai's watercolor works. She extensively worked on book covers,
illustrations for stories, and poems for children's literature and magazines. Her
associations with notable writers and poets enhanced her artistic and literary
sensitivity, enabling her to develop a unique visual language that effectively
conveyed the essence of the narrative to readers.




Padmatai significantly contributed to the
children's magazine called 'Kishor', since its
inception in 1971, illustrating for covers,
stories, poems, and short plays. She
experimented with themes, colors, and
imagery, suitable to the imaginative world of
children. Padmatai's illustrations stand as
beautiful works of art in their own right,
which are also valuable specimens to study
forthe studentsof art.

Even during the tumultuous times of post-
independence reform and shifts in art and
literature in India, Padmatai continued to
create a composed and aesthetically pleasing
visual world of her own, representing a
significant slice of thisera.

English interpretation, Varsha Pendse



Glimpses of past and future activities
of ‘The Ravi Paranjape Studio.’

It's a pleasure to present the second issue of the year 2024, the fifth year of Visual Melody.
In this issue of Visual Melody, we are featuring an intriguing story of Austrian painter
Walter Langhammer who came to India under stressful conditions but thrived on the
Indian soil.

Quarter At-A-Glance at The Ravi Paranjape Studio:

e The highlight of the third quarter is our most popular annual Eco-Friendly Ganesh Murti
workshop at the studio, conducted by Artist Vinayak Chhatre! Glimpses of the
workshop are available on the studio's FB page.

e The 'Sunday Sketch Club'is expanding beyond the physical boundaries of the studio,
with several people joining the club's WhatsApp group and sharing their work. All
individuals interested in sketching and drawing are welcome to join the 'Sunday
Sketch Club, regardless of their skill level.

e The new activity of the 'Library Time' exclusive to the SSC members is gaining
popularity! The Club patrons get exclusive access to a curated collection of books
every first Sunday of the month. Join the Sunday Sketch Club, details at
www.raviparanjape.org

e Paranjape Sir's books are now available in eBook format on Amazon, making them
accessible to readers worldwide!

e LIMITED stock of Paranjape Sir's printed books can be ordered directly from the

website www.raviparanjape.org

We have exciting events coming up throughout the year.

Follow
www.facebook.com/theraviparanjapestudio and instagram @theraviparanjapestudio
forthe latestannouncements.

Visit here for the books authored by Ravi Paranjape-
https://raviparanjape.org/product-category/printed-books/
https://raviparanjape.org/ebooks/

Representative,
Ravi Paranjape Foundation
www.raviparanjape.org
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