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In This Edition

In the first edition of 2025 of Visual Melody, we introduce you to one of the most
prolific illustrators of the golden era of illustrative art in India, artist Shri

Prabhashankar Kawadi.

Given the variety and quantity of work he produced over a fifty-year career, it
would be hard to find anyone in India who hasn't come across artist Kawadi's
expressive illustrations. His vast legacy continues to inspire and entertain through
illustrations that span comic books, children's literature, magazine articles,
textbooks,newspapers,book covers,advertisements,and several fictional series.
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Artist
Prabhashankar Kawadi

Artist Shri Prabhashankar Kawadi made a remarkable contribution to the illustration art in
India. He is known for preserving the essence of authentic Indian culture in his art while
effectively communicating visually. His artistic career highlights the consistency,

commitment,and exceptional quality of work he produced over several decades.

Born on September 28,1924, Prabhashankar Kawadi pursued higher education in art after
graduating high school. He completed the G.D. Art (Commercial) program in 1947 at Sir J.J.
School of Arts, passing with flying colors with first class, and securing second place. During
his academic years, he excelled in sketching, memory drawing, composition, and figure
drawing. His inclination towards illustration was evident from the beginning. He worked as a
fellow at J.J. School of Arts until 1952, and later as a lecturer. After this brief teaching tenure,
artist Kawadi joined the renowned advertising agency J. Walter Thompson, where he
worked as an illustrator for about eight years. He later moved to the prestigious art
department of The Times of India, where his career flourished as a story illustrator. His
illustrations supporting fictional narratives in The Illustrated Weekly captivated audiences

across India.



Artist Kawadi created impactful visual narratives and compelling atmospheres through his
illustrations. He meticulously maintained the authenticity of the characters with
expressions, attire, and detailed portrayals of the surroundings. His ability to effortlessly
convey the emotions of the characters exemplifies his keen observation skills. He produced
a substantial amount of work for various Times publications. While illustrating adopted or
translated literary works across various Indian languages, he skillfully incorporated regional

characteristics along with the essence and style of the narratives.

Artist Kawadi's artistic style was sketching-oriented. His mastery of line drawing and human
anatomy is particularly notable. He effectively used lines, creating depth and
expressiveness with black ink and tools like dip pens and crow quills. His illustrations
featured varied line thicknesses—fine lines, bold strokes, brush-filled forms, and cross-
hatching techniques—blending to create striking compositions. The background elements

in hisillustrations were carefully chosen for compositional as well as atmospheric purposes.

Artist Kawadi's ability to meaningfully communicate through visual language, with a close
representation of the narrative, effectively conveyed the spirit of the literary work,

showcasing his profound literary understanding.



Artist Kawadi primarily worked with pen-and-ink and scraperboard techniques; however, he
produced illustrations with remarkable stylistic diversity. He balanced tonal variations
between black and white, and carefully considered composition while minding the printing
methods which would be applied to the work. His illustrative range covered a vast
spectrum—mythological and historical themes, children's literature, poetry, articles,
textbooks, newspapers, book covers, theater advertisements, Diwali special magazine
issues, magazine articles, and several fictional series. His illustrations for Kishor, a long-

running popular children's magazine are particularly noteworthy.

Over a career spanning nearly 50 years, artist Kawadi created illustrations for numerous
respected publishing houses and establishments, leaving a lasting visual impact on multiple
generations. His works remain essential study material for students of fine arts across
generations. His illustrations stand out for their authenticity, exceptional drawings,

thoughtful compositions,expressive characterization,and technical precision.
Artist Prabhashankar Kawadi, considered one of the beacons of illustrative art in India,
passed away on November 1,1996, leaving a huge legacy behind, which continues to inspire

and entertain the generations to follow.

-Varsha Pendse
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Depicting a corner of Pune on a warm afternoon March, this painting tries
to capture to two true identies of the city.
The iconic auto rickshaw which is taking its afternoon siesta.

Media: Acrylic on canvas



“Absorb the beauty and present it beautifully”
Ravi Paranjape
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About VISUAL MELODY quarterly e-magazine

https://www.raviparanjape.org/visual-melody
Visual Melody, is a FREE quarterly e-magazine offered by 'The Ravi Paranjape Studio'.
'Visual Melody' introduces you to brilliant Indian artists from various facets of visual art
from the past and present generations.

The inaugural issue of 'Visual Melody," dedicated to the legendary painter Madhavrao
Satavlekar, was launched on October 8th, 2019 under the auspices of Shri. Ravi
Paranjape, on his 84th birthday. Since 2020, each issue of Visual Melody featured one
extraordinary artist each quarter— Shri K.B. Kulkarni, Shri N.S. Bendre, Shri Dinanath
Dalal, Shri Gopalrao Deuskar, Shri Ravindra Mestry, Shri S.M. Pandit, Shri Ravi Paranjape,
Shri S.D. Phadnis, Shri G.S. Majgaonkar, Shri Shivaji Tupe, Shri Datta Padekar, Shri Maruti
Patil, Shri Madan Garge, Shri Charuhas Pandit, Shri Chintamani Hasabnis, Shri Arvind
Mestry, Mrs. Padma Sahasrabuddhe and a special edition Abhijatata and the art of
Wassily Kandinsky.

All of these issues are available at https://www.raviparanjape.org/visual-melody for your
enjoyment.
The creative team behind Visual Melody looks forward to continue bringing artistic
brilliance to you through this publication.
We would love to hear from you. Please send your feedback at abhijatkala@gmail.com
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The Ravi Paranjape Studio

'The Ravi Paranjape Studio' is a privately operated group. The
group's objective is to promote the 'Design-based culture'
envisioned by Artist Ravi Paranjape, through several initiatives
run at the studio's privately owned art gallery and space
located in Model Colony, Pune.

* Artist Ravi & Smita Paranjape Scholarship for deserving
students pursuing art studies

* Art Education - classes and workshops offered to all age
groups focused on strengthening the fundamentals.

* FREE quarterly eMagazine, Visual Melody, featuring
talented Indian artists from the past and present
generations.

* FREE weekly group sketching practice sessions in The Ravi
Paranjape Studio’s Premlses, run by the dedicated
volunteer artists of The Sunday Sketch Club.

* The Ravi Paranjape Studio’s Art Gallery & Exhibition Space
is offered to individuals and groups for art exhibitions, art-
related events, and workshops to encourage upcoming
artists and promote quality art.

Visit TRPS website, insta or facebook for
the updates, upcoming events, announcements
and archives









Compliments from

The Ravi Paranjape Studio, Pune

For latest events please visit :

Email:




	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 15



