
© All paintings and illustrations used in this issue are duly acknowledged.

E-Magazine About Visual Arts In free india
By - The Ravi Paranjape Studio

Featured Artist

ARTIST
PRABHASHANKAR

KAWADI

Ar�st in Spotlight

DR. MEERA
KULKARNI

Volume 21
Quarterly Issue
1st March 2025

Dr. Meera Kulkarni





In This Edition

In the first edition of 2025 of Visual Melody, we introduce you to one of the most 

prolific illustrators of the golden era of illustrative art in India, artist Shri 

Prabhashankar Kawadi.

Given the variety and quantity of work he produced over a fifty-year career, it 

would be hard to find anyone in India who hasn't come across artist Kawadi's 

expressive illustrations. His vast legacy continues to inspire and entertain through 

illustrations that span comic books, children's literature, magazine articles, 

textbooks, newspapers, book covers, advertisements, and several fictional series.

या अंकात

��जुअल मेलडी �ा २०२५ �ा प�ह�ा अंकात आपण भारतात बोध�च��चा सुवण�काळ गाजवणा�या 

कलाकार�पैक� एक नामवंत कलाकार �ी. �भाशंकर कवडी य�चा प�रचय क�न घेणार आहोत.
 
�ी. कवडी य��ा प�ास वष��ा कारिकद�चा आ�ण �वपूल �च��न�मत� ीचा �वचार करता, ���ा �वल�ण 

बोल�ा �च���ा संपक�त न आलेला माणूस भारतात �वरळाच असेल. �च�कथा, बाल सा�ह�, मा�सकं, 

पा�पु�कं, वत�मानप�, पु�क�ची मुखपृ�, जा�हराती, अनेक कथा, आ�ण सा�ह�कृती ई. साठ� ��नी 

क�न ठेवलेला �च��चा ठेवा आजही �ततकाच �ेरणादायी आ�ण आनंददायी आहे. 

Visual
melody



भारतीय बोध�च�का�रते�ा �े�ातील एक मह�ाचे बोध�च�कार �णून �भाशंकर कवडी य�चे योगदान उ�ेखनीय 

आहे. आप�ा बोध�च��मधून ��नी अ�ल भारतीय� जपत �भावीपणे �� संवाद साधला. दीघ�कालीन गुणव�ापूण� 

सात� हा ��चा आणखी एक मह�ाचा गुण�वशेष जाणवतो. 

28 स�ब� र 1924 साली ज�ले�ा �भाशंकर कवडी य�नी शालेय �श�णानंतर �च�कले�ा उ� �श�णासाठ� सर ज.े  

जे. �ूल ऑफ आट्स� म�े जी. डी. आट� कम�शय� ल साठ� �वेश घेतला व 1947 साली िड�ोमा �थम वग�त दसु�या 

�म�काने पूण� केला. या �श�ण काळातच ��नी �े�चगं, मेमर� ड� ॉ�ग, कॉ�ो�झशन, िफगर ड� ॉइंग अशा �वषयात �वशेष 

�ा�व� �मळवले होते. साह�जकच ��चा ओढा �थमपासूनच बोध�च� कलेकडे रा�हला. 1952 सालापय�त ते जे. जे.म�े 

फेलो आ�ण नंतर अ�ध�ा�ाता �णून काम करत होते. अ�ापना�ा या अनुभवानंतर ते जे. वॉ�र थॉमसन या 

�व�ात जा�हरात सं�ेत बोध �च�कार �णून सात आठ वष� काय�रत होते. पुढे ��नी ��ति�त 'टाइ� ऑफ 

इंिडया'म�े �वेश केला. येथील कामातून कथा �च�कार �णून ���ा कारिकद�ला बहर आला. 'इल�� ेटेड 

वीकली'मधून ��नी केलेली कथा �च�े संपूण� भारतभर पोहोचली. आप�ा �च��मधून ��नी �भावी ��संवाद आ�ण 

समप�क वातावरण�न�मत� ी केली. ���ा �च��मधील पा�े, मनु�ाकृती अ�ल भारतीय वाटतात. ��चे हावभाव, 

पोशाख, सभोवतालचा पूरक तपशील रेखाटताना ���ातील नेमकेपणा जाणवतो. रेख�कनातून भावदश�न कर�ा�ा 

���ा वै�श��चा या बोध�च�ातून ��य येतो. तसेच ���ा सू��नर��ण श��चाही ��य या �च�ातून जाणवतो. 

'टाइ� ऑफ इंिडया'�ा अनेक �काशन�तून ��नी दज�दार काम केल े आहे. यात अनेक भारतीय भाषेतील अनुवा�दत 

सा�ह� �चि�त करताना ��नी सा�ह��क मू�, शैली य�बरोबरच ���तक वै�श��चा वापर आप�ा �च��मधून सादर 

केलेला �दसतो. 

�च�कार 
�ी �भाशंकर कवडी





�भाशंकर कवडी हे एक शैलीदार कलावंत होते. ��ची शैली रेख�कन�धान होती. रेख�कन, मानवी देहाचे �च�ण 

करताना ��नी रेषेचा वापर �भावीपणे केला आहे. काळ� शाई आ�ण टाक / �ोकवील य��ा साहा�ाने केलेले रेख�कन 

अ�धक तरल व भाव�श� जाणवते. ���ा �च�ात �व�वध जाडी�ा रेषा असत. बार�क रेषा, जाड रेषा, �शने भरलेले 

आकार, रेष��ा वापरातून केलेली पोत�न�मत� ी यातून ��चे �च� तयार होत असे. �च�ातील पा��भूमीसाठ� ते �ा 

�च�घटक�ची �नवड करत, ��चा वापर �च�रचना आ�ण वातावरण�न�मत� ी अशा दो��साठ� केलेला जाणवतो. 

बोध�च��म�े यथाथ � दश�नाचा वापर करताना आशय प�रणामकारक प�तीने �� कर�ाकडे ��चा कल �दसतो. 

�ामुळे �च�ाला वेगळ� ��पातळ� �मळते. �� भाषेतील या �व�वधतेतून शेवटी आशय समप�क��ा पोहोचवणे हे 

उि�� ��नी सा� केलेले �दसते. यातूनच ��ची सा�ह��वषयक जाण �ग� होती हे जाणवते. 

�ी. कवडी य�नी �ामु�ाने पेन अँड इंक, �ेपर बोड� अशा तं��म�े काम केले असले, तर�ही रेषेची �व�वधता पोत�न�मत� ी 

�च�ातील काळया-प�ढ�या जाग�चा समतोल, �च�रचनेतील �व�वधता यातून ��नी खूप �व�वध�गी शैलीदार �च��न�मत� ी 

केली आहे. हे करताना ��नी त�ालीन मु�णकले�ा मय�द�चा �वचारही केलेला जाणवतो. �च��न�मत� ीतील त�ि�क 

�व�वधतेबरोबरच ��नी अनेक �वषय�वर बोध�च��न�मत� ी केली. यात पौरा�णक, ऐ�तहा�सक �वषय, साहस कथा, लहान 

मुल��ा गो�ी, क�वता, लेख याबरोबरच कॉ�म�, पा�पु�क, वृ�प�, पु�क�ची क�स�, नाटक��ा जा�हराती, 

�दवाळ� अंक, मा�सक�मधील लेख, कथा-मा�लका अशा अनेक �कारात �वपुल दज�दार �न�मत� ी केली आहे. िकशोर या 

लहान मुल��ा मा�सकासाठ� ��नी केलेली बोध�च�े या��ीने अ�ासनीय आहेत. 





आप�ा सुमारे 50 वष��ा कलाकारिकद�त ��नी अनेक सं�ा, �काशने य��ासाठ� दज�दार �च��न�मत� ी केली आहे. 

���ा कला योगदानाने अनेक िप��वर �� सं�ार केले आहेत. �च�कले�ा �व�ा��साठ� ���ा �च��चा 

अ�ास अ�नवाय� असा आहे. अ�ल भारतीय�, उ�म रेख�कन, आशयपूव�क �च�रचना, रंगामधून वातावरण�न�मत� ी, 

कथेतील ���रेख�चे भावदश�न, तं�शु�ता अशा अनेक अंगानी ��ची �च�े अ�ासनीय आहेत. दीघ�कालीन 

गुणव�ापूण� सात� राखणा�या �े� बोध�च�कार �भाशंकर कवडी य�चे �नधन 1 नो��बर 1996 रोजी झाले. मा� ��नी 

�नम�ण केलेले �च�सं�चत पुढ�ल िप��साठ� �न��तच �ेरणादायी ठरेल, असा �व�ास वाटतो.

- राहल देशप�डेु

संदभ� – ��कला च�र�कोष



Artist Shri Prabhashankar Kawadi made a remarkable contribution to the illustration art in 

India. He is known for preserving the essence of authentic Indian culture in his art while 

effectively communicating visually. His artistic career highlights the consistency, 

commitment, and exceptional quality of work he produced over several decades.

Born on September 28, 1924, Prabhashankar Kawadi pursued higher education in art after 

graduating high school. He completed the G.D. Art (Commercial) program in 1947 at Sir J.J. 

School of Arts, passing with flying colors with first class, and securing second place. During 

his academic years, he excelled in sketching, memory drawing, composition, and figure 

drawing. His inclination towards illustration was evident from the beginning. He worked as a 

fellow at J.J. School of Arts until 1952, and later as a lecturer. After this brief teaching tenure, 

artist Kawadi joined the renowned advertising agency J. Walter Thompson, where he 

worked as an illustrator for about eight years. He later moved to the prestigious art 

department of The Times of India, where his career flourished as a story illustrator. His 

illustrations supporting fictional narratives in The Illustrated Weekly captivated audiences 

across India.

Artist 
Prabhashankar Kawadi



Artist Kawadi created impactful visual narratives and compelling atmospheres through his 

illustrations. He meticulously maintained the authenticity of the characters with 

expressions, attire, and detailed portrayals of the surroundings. His ability to effortlessly 

convey the emotions of the characters exemplifies his keen observation skills. He produced 

a substantial amount of work for various Times publications. While illustrating adopted or 

translated literary works across various Indian languages, he skillfully incorporated regional 

characteristics along with the essence and style of the narratives.

Artist Kawadi's artistic style was sketching-oriented. His mastery of line drawing and human 

anatomy is particularly notable. He effectively used lines, creating depth and 

expressiveness with black ink and tools like dip pens and crow quills. His illustrations 

featured varied line thicknesses—fine lines, bold strokes, brush-filled forms, and cross-

hatching techniques—blending to create striking compositions. The background elements 

in his illustrations were carefully chosen for compositional as well as atmospheric purposes.

Artist Kawadi's ability to meaningfully communicate through visual language, with a close 

representation of the narrative, effectively conveyed the spirit of the literary work, 

showcasing his profound literary understanding.



Artist Kawadi primarily worked with pen-and-ink and scraperboard techniques; however, he 

produced illustrations with remarkable stylistic diversity. He balanced tonal variations 

between black and white, and carefully considered composition while minding the printing 

methods which would be applied to the work. His illustrative range covered a vast 

spectrum—mythological and historical themes, children's literature, poetry, articles, 

textbooks, newspapers, book covers, theater advertisements, Diwali special magazine 

issues, magazine articles, and several fictional series. His illustrations for Kishor, a long-

running popular children's magazine are particularly noteworthy.

Over a career spanning nearly 50 years, artist Kawadi created illustrations for numerous 

respected publishing houses and establishments, leaving a lasting visual impact on multiple 

generations. His works remain essential study material for students of fine arts across 

generations. His illustrations stand out for their authenticity, exceptional drawings, 

thoughtful compositions, expressive characterization, and technical precision.

Artist Prabhashankar Kawadi, considered one of the beacons of illustrative art in India, 

passed away on November 1, 1996, leaving a huge legacy behind, which continues to inspire 

and entertain the generations to follow.

-Varsha Pendse



Dr. Meera Kulkarni

Passion Knows No Boundaries! Artist Dr. Meera Kulkarni 
cultivated her love for painting despite a demanding career in 
the medical profession. Dr. Kulkarni has been painting since 
early childhood, and at 66, her art continues to flourish.

Dr. Meera Kulkarni recently exhibited her work at The Ravi 
Paranjape Studio.

This section is dedicated to 
highlighting artists from the 
growing TRPS art community 
and their creative contributions.

rtist in 

Spotlight

Depicting a corner of Pune on a warm afternoon March, this painting tries 
to capture to two true identies of the city. 

The iconic auto rickshaw which is taking its afternoon siesta. 

Media: Acrylic on canvas



About VISUAL MELODY quarterly e-magazine

h�ps://www.raviparanjape.org/visual-melody 

Visual Melody, is a FREE quarterly e-magazine offered by 'The Ravi Paranjape Studio'. 

'Visual Melody' introduces you to brilliant Indian ar�sts from various facets of visual art 

from the past and present genera�ons. 

The inaugural issue of 'Visual Melody,' dedicated to the legendary painter Madhavrao 

Satavlekar, was launched on October 8th, 2019 under the auspices of Shri. Ravi 

Paranjape, on his 84th birthday. Since 2020, each issue of Visual Melody featured one 

extraordinary ar�st each quarter– Shri K.B. Kulkarni, Shri N.S. Bendre, Shri Dinanath 

Dalal, Shri Gopalrao Deuskar, Shri Ravindra Mestry, Shri S.M. Pandit, Shri Ravi Paranjape, 

Shri S.D. Phadnis, Shri G.S. Majgaonkar, Shri Shivaji Tupe, Shri Da�a Padekar, Shri Maru� 

Pa�l, Shri Madan Garge, Shri Charuhas Pandit, Shri Chintamani Hasabnis, Shri Arvind 

Mestry, Mrs. Padma Sahasrabuddhe and a special edi�on Abhijatata and the art of 

Wassily Kandinsky. 

All of these issues are available at  for your h�ps://www.raviparanjape.org/visual-melody

enjoyment.

The crea�ve team behind Visual Melody looks forward to con�nue bringing ar�s�c 

brilliance to you through this publica�on. 

We would love to hear from you. Please send your feedback at abhijatkala@gmail.com

'��जुअल मेलडी' ई-�ैमा�सक 

h�ps://www.raviparanjape.org/visual-melody

द रवी पर�जपे �ुिडयो तफ�  '��जुअल मेलडी' हे ई-�ैमा�सक �वनामू� �वतर�त केलं जातं. �� कले�ा �व�वध 

शाख�मध�ा, काल�ा आ�ण आज�ा िपढ�त�ा अ�णी कलाकार�ची ओळख '��जुअल मेलडी' या अंकातून 

क�न �दली जाते. 

�े� �च�कार �ी. माधवराव सातवळेकर य�ना मानवंदना देणारा '��जुअल मेलडी' चा प�हला अंक ८ ऑ�ोबर 

२०१९ साली �ी. रवी पर�जपे सर��ा ८४ �ा वाढ�दवसाचं औ�च� साधत ��स� झाला. �ानंतर २०२० 

सालापासून ��ेक �तमाहीला एकेका �द�ज कलाकाराची ओळख क�न देणारे '��जुअल मेलडी' चे अंक 

��स� केले गेले, गे�ा पाच वष�त या गुणी कलाकार�ची ओळख क�न देणारे अंक ��स� झाले – �ी. के. बी. 

कुलकण�, �ी. एन. एस. ब��े, �ी. �दनानाथ दलाल, �ी. गोपाळराव देऊ�र, �ी. रव�� मे�ी, �ी. एस. एम. पंिडत, 

�ी. रवी पर�जपे, �ी. �श. द. फडणीस, �ी. जी. एस. माजगावकर, �ी. �शवाजी तुपे, �ी. द�ा पाडेकर, �ी. मा�ती 

पाटील, �ी. मदन गग�, �ी. चा�हास पंिडत, �ी. �चतंामणी हसबनीस, �ी. अर�वदं मे�ी, �ी. म�रयो �मर�डा, 

�ी. वॉ�र लँगहॅमर, सौ. प�ा सह�बु�े आ�ण अ�भजातता व वॅ�सली कॅ�ी��� य�ची कला, �वशेष�क. 

हे सव� अंक  या �ठकाणी सव� कालार�सक�साठ� https://www.raviparanjape.org/visual-melody

उपल� आहेत. 

यापुढेही अशाच ��कले�ा �व�वध शाखेत�ा गुणी कलाकार�ना आप�ापय�त पोचव�ाचा ��जुअल मेलडी 

�ा काय�कार� स�मतीचा �य� राहील.

आपला अ�भ�ाय  येथे ज�र कळवा.abhijatkala@gmail.com

“Absorb the beauty and present it beautifully” 

Ravi Paranjape

Visual
melody

https://www.raviparanjape.org/visual-melody
https://www.raviparanjape.org/visual-melody
mailto:abhijatkala@gmail.com
https://www.raviparanjape.org/visual-melody
https://www.raviparanjape.org/visual-melody
mailto:abhijatkala@gmail.com


Studio events and Announcements

The Ravi Paranjape Studio

'The Ravi Paranjape Studio' is a privately operated group. The 
group's objective is to promote the 'Design-based culture' 
envisioned by Artist Ravi Paranjape, through several initiatives 
run at the studio's privately owned art gallery and space 
located in Model Colony, Pune. 

• Artist Ravi & Smita Paranjape Scholarship for deserving 
students pursuing art studies

• Art Education - classes and workshops offered to all age 
groups focused on strengthening the fundamentals.

• FREE quarterly eMagazine, Visual Melody, featuring 
talented Indian artists from the past and present 
generations.

• FREE weekly group sketching practice sessions in The Ravi 
Paranjape Studio’s premises, run by the dedicated 
volunteer artists of The Sunday Sketch Club.

• The Ravi Paranjape Studio’s Art Gallery & Exhibition Space 
is offered to individuals and groups for art exhibitions, art-
related events, and workshops to encourage upcoming 
artists and promote quality art.

TRPS Initiatives 

Visit TRPS website, insta or facebook for
the updates, upcoming events, announcements 

and archives 
www.raviparanjape.org

Instagram.com/theraviparanjapestudio
facebook.com/theraviparanjapestudio
Youtube.com/theraviparanjapestudio
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Compliments from
The Ravi Paranjape Studio, Pune

For latest events please visit :
www.facebook.com/theraviparanjapestudio

Email: abhijatkala@gmail.com
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